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Welcome to Tirana

The 8th International Conference of Regional Card Schemes

and Retail Financial Market Infrastructures comes to Albania,

co-organized by ECPA (European Card Payment Association),
the World Bank Group, and hosted by Bank of Albania.

This year's expanded format builds on the success of the 7th
edition in Lisbon, bringing together senior leaders, innovators,
policymakers, and experts from across the global payments
community to explore the developments shaping the future of
payments: the evolution of card payments, fast payments, the
rise of stablecoins, the role of Al, and beyond.



Conference

venu

Maritim Hotel Plaza Tirana
Hotel 5 %% % % % - Albania

Conference Hall “Queen Geraldine” ¢

Getting there


https://maps.app.goo.gl/9aS3eundGyspDdGV9

Hotel Tirana
International
Hotel 4 %% %%
Sheshi Skénderbej 8, Tirané
1001, Albania

Phone +355 (0) 4 223 4185

E-mail
hotel@tiranainternational.com

Hotel Rogner
Tirana
Hotel 5 k% k

Address: Bulevardi Déshmorét
e Kombit 9, Tirané 1010

Phone: +355 4 223 5035

Marriott
Tirana
Hotel 5 k% %k

Sheshi Italia 1, Tirané 1001
Phone +355 -69 80 84 328

MAK Albania
Hotel
Hotel 5 k% %k

Address: Sheshi ltalia 2,
Tirana, Albania
Phone: +355 4 227 4707

Hilton
Garden Inn
Tirana
Hotel 4 %% %%

Maritim Hotel
Plaza Tirana
Hotel 5 kk k% %

Rruga Abdi Toptani 18, Tirana,
1001, Albania

Phone +355 (0) 422 112 21
E-mail info@plazatirana.com



WEATHER IN TIRANA

EVENT DRESS CODE

LANGUAGE

SAFETY

MOBILE & CONNECTIVITY

POWER & PLUG TYPES
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OFFICIAL CURRENCY

The official currency is the Albanian Lek
(ALL). Exchange counters are available at
Tirana International Airport and throughout
the city centre.

ﬂ @ S$ PAYMENT METHODS

Card Payments are widely accepted in
hotels, restaurants, and conference-area
shops. Contactless and NFC payments are
commonly available. American Express
acceptance is more limited.

TIPPING

Tipping is not mandatory in Albania but is
appreciated. A tip of around 10% is
customary in restaurants if service is not
already included.

SEPA

Albania is part of the Single Euro Payments
Area (SEPA). Incoming and outgoing credit
transfers with SEPA countries are
processed according to SEPA rules.

CASH

ATMs are widely available and compatible
with most international credit and debit
cards. Carrying small amounts of cash in local
currency may be useful for smaller vendors.

BANKING HOURS

Banks are generally open Monday to
Friday, from 9:00 AM to 4:.00 PM. Most
ATMs operate 24/7.



AIRPORT TO CITY CENTER

AIRPORT SHUTTLE

WITHIN THE CITY



SKANDERBEG SQUARE BLLOKU DISTRICT

BUNKART 1& 2

MOUNT DAJTI & THE DAJTI EKSPRES CABLE CAR

THE PYRAMID OF TIRANA

GRAND PARK OF TIRANA

PAZARI | Rl — THE NEW BAZAAR



“Era” and “Oda” are among the most popular restaurants for traditional Albanian
cuisine, serving local specialties in authentic settings.

For a more contemporary interpretation of Albanian gastronomy, “Mullixhiu” is
widely recognized for its seasonal tasting menus inspired by local ingredients and
traditions.

Raki, Albania’s traditional fruit brandy, is commonly served before or after meals.
Dhallé, a refreshing yogurt-based drink, pairs well with savoury dishes. Albania is

also increasingly known for its local wines, especially from central and southern
regions.

Seafood lovers can explore “Grepi i Arté€” and “Pireu Fish Restaurant”, two well-
known restaurants offering fresh fish and Mediterranean cuisine in elegant
settings.

For a more casual and local atmosphere, the restaurants and cafés around “Pazari
i Ri” (The New Bazaar) are ideal for experiencing Tirana’s vibrant food scene.

FERGESE

BYREK

QOFTE

DRINKS



8" ECPA

of Regional Card Schemes and Retail
Financial Market Infrastructures
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